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(54) Title: METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ACCESS CONTROL BY USE OF MOBILE PHONE 
(57) Abstract 

A method and a device for access control, whereby a control 

unit (13) is operatively connected with a memory (14) for storage 
of authorized identification numbers for current service or access 
in a register. The control unit (13) is operatively connected with 
a telephone unit (12) for reception of an identification number 
of a calling party by means of a telephone connection. made by 
wireless telephony from a reniote control unit (11). The control 
unit (13) is designed to compare the received identification number 
with the stored idendfication numbers without answering the 
telephone connection, and to emit a signal to accept authorization 
if the received identification number is in agreement with an 
identification number stored in the register. 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ACCESS CONTROL 

BY USE OF MOBILE PHONE 

THE FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

5 The invention concerns a method and device for access control. The 

designation 'access control* pertains, among other things, to the unlocking 
and opening of doors, ordering and reception of products, and control of 
charging for expenses to the account of an authorized person and similar. 

Examples of practical applications are automatically opening doors for 
10 garage installations, activation or deactivation of alarms, purchases from 
vending machines and similar, and starting or stopping of heating systems 
and similar. 



STATE OF THE ART 

15 

Completely different systems are used today for the applications listed 
above. Today garage installations can be equipped with remote control de- 
vices, by means of which the user of the garage can open the garage door 
from an automobile. All remote control devices are usually designed to emit a 

20 simple identification signal that is the same for all users. A receiver at the 
garage door receives the signal emitted by the remote control device and 
opens the door if the identification signal is the correct one. It is a great dis- 
advantage that a remote control device can be stolen and misused for en- 
trance into the garage. If even one remote control device is misused in any 

25 way. it can be necessary to exchange all of them so that a new identification 
signal can be used. It is also necessary to replace or adjust the receiver. 

Similar remote control devices are used for remote activation and cor- 
responding deactivation of alarms. It is, however a prerequisite that the iden- 
tification signal be unique for every alarm installation so that individual alarm 
30 installations are not activated by others than persons who are authorized. 
Remote control devices must therefore be produced in many different de- 
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signs with unique identification signals. Even every alarm installation must be 
given a unique design, which becomes costly both to produce and exchange. 

There are systems on the market today by means of which heating 
systems and similar can be remotely controlled by telephone. The simplest 
5 systems are based on a receiver connected to the telephone network that 
registers the number of incoming telephone connection signals. A certain 
number of signals corresponds to a certain command or a certain control 
signal. An advantage with this type of remotely-controlled systems is that 
there is no on-line connection, which means that no expense is incurred for 
10 the connection. Such a simple system can. however, easily be misused and 
activated accidentally. 

More complicated but secure systems suffer in principle from the same 
drawbacks and disadvantages as the alarm systems described above. 



15 THE INVENTION IN SUMMARY 

One objective of the invention is to provide a method arid device with 
access control, whereby an arbitrary number of users can be checked for 
purposes of authorization in a simple manner and so that authorized users 
20 can easily be added or removed! This objective is attained in that the inven- 
tion incorpiorates the special features cited in patent claimis 1 and 3. respec- 
tively. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment the authorized identifica- 
tion numbers are stored in a register that is connected with a control unit. 

25 The register and control unit are included in a central processor that is con- 
nected with the equipment to which the uiser will receive access if correct 
authorization can be established. The central processdr can have a wireless 
connection with a remote fcohtrol device by means of a telephone unit in- 
cluded in the central processor, preferably in form of a conventional mobile 

30 telephone. 
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In conjunction with checking for purposes of authorization, a telephone 
connection is made from the remote control device to the central processor's 
telephone unit. The identification number of the party dialing, actually the 
subscriber number, is thereby transmitted to the telephone unit in a conven- 
5 tional manner. The identification number is available in the telephone unit 
without the connection being answered. The identification number is usually 
used for the so-called CLIP, "Calling Line Identification Presentation", i.e. a 
caller-ID. A prerequisite is thus that the mobile telephone be connected with 
an operator and a mobile telephone system that includes this or correspond- 
10 ing service. 

The received identification number is compared with the authorized 
identification numbers stored in the register. When they are in agreement, 
the control unit can emit a control signal to the appropriate equipment so that 
the subscriber is given access to it, for example in that an automatically con- 
15 trolled door is opened. The comparison with the stored numbers and subse- 
quent control of the equipment or service to which the identification number 
grants access occurs without a telephone connection being set up. Nor does 
the user need to enter a code but needs only to dial the telephone number 
that is associated with the equipment or service. 

20 Further advantages and special features of the invention can be seen 

from the following description, drawings, and dependent patent claims. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

25 The invention will now be described in more detail with the aid of ex- 

emplary embodiments with reference to the enclosed drawings on which 
FIG 1 schematically shows two alternative embodiments of a device ac- 
cording to the invention and 
FIG 2 is a flow chart that shows an example of steps carried out in a man- 

30 ner according to the invention. 
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THE INVENTION 

The embodiment of a device according to the invention shown sche- 
matically in FIG 1 includes a central jDrocessor 10. which can be connected 
5 with different types of equipment for control of the equipment. Central proc- 
essor 1 0 is also connected with a remote control unit 1 1 by means of a wire- 
less connection. In a preferred embodiment of the device according to the 
invention remote control unit 11 includes a mobile telephone. In a simple 
embodiment remote control unit 1 1 consists wholly of a conventional mobile 
10 telephone. 

Central processor 10 includes a telephone unit 12 for mobile teleph- 
ony and a control unit 13 operatively connected with telephone unit 12. 
When connection of telephone unit 12 occurs, the identification number of 
the connecting subscriber is transferred directly to control unit 13. The trans- 

1 5 fer of the identification number occurs without the connection being an- 
swered. Central processor 10 also includes a memory 14 with a register for 
identification numbers. Identification nurhbers can be transferred to memory 
14 by means of telephone unit 12 or another unit in the manner described 
below. Without answering the connection control unit 1 3 compares the in- 

20 coming identification number with identification numbers stored in the regis- 
ter of memory 14. 

liP the incoming identification hunhber is in agreerrient with a stored 
identification number, control unit 13 determines that there is authorization. 
In the embodimeot shown the condition that there is authorization leads to 
25 transmission of a control signal to drive unit 15 that is operatively connected 
with control unit 13. The control signal causes drive unit 15 to start motor 16, 
so that a door 17 is opened. Door 17 is preferably a garage door or similar. 

A system of the type described above js more secure than a conven- 
tional lock and key system, since a person who corries into possession of 
30 remote control unit 1 1 and is not authorized must aisp know the telephone 

number that is required in order to communicate with the telephone unit. Cor- 
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respondingly higher security is also present as compared to systems based 
on conventional remote controls and magnetic cards. 

In an alternative embodiment the control signal from control unit 13 is 
used to activate or deactivate an alarm in an alarm unit 18. Activation or de- 
5 activation can occur directly or by means of a suitable drive unit 15. In ac- 
cordance with one embodiment the alarm is activated at every second tele- 
phone connection and deactivated at every second connection. A simple 
embodiment of this type gives limited security, since authorization to activate 
alarm unit 18 is given to the person who has remote control unit 11. 

10 Security can be increased in different ways or provided on different 

levels, for example by letting telephone unit 12 answer a telephone connec- 
tion from remote control unit 11 and also requiring that a code be transferred 
to telephone unit 12 and accepted by control unit 13 in order to grant a 
higher or complete authorization. A mobile telephone and the associated 

1 5 keypad for transfer of tone signals corresponding to the pressing of keys in a 
conventional way are preferably used in such an embodiment. 

The identification numbers that are stored in the register of memory 14 
can be transmitted to the register in different ways. According to a preferred 
embodiment all identification numbers are transmitted wirelessly by means of 
20 telephone unit 12. In such an embodiment a special software program is ac- 
tivated in control unit 13 and data corresponding to identification numbers 
are loaded by means of a modem 29 into the register in memory 14 after a 
telephone connection has been established from a telephone unit with 
predetermined identification numbers and the connection has been 
answej^^gjj^g of identification numbers into the register of rnemory 14 ac- 
cording to an alternative embodiment is accomplished by means of a com- 
puter 19 operatively connected with control unit 13. Computer 19 is suitably 
portable and is connected with central processor 10 in connection with stor- 
age of current identification numbers. 
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When a device according to the invention is to be used, a telephone 
connection that corresponds to an authorized identification number is made 
from remote control unit 1 1 , usually by means of a normal mobile telephone. 
The connection is made to the telephone number that corresponds to the 
5 desired service or product, for example the telephone number of the tele- 
phone unit that is associated with a garage door or similar. 

FIG 1 also schematically shows a third alternative embodiment. In ac- 
cordance with this embodiment, drive unit 15 is connected with a vending 
machine 28 or similar. By the same means, in principle, as described below 

10 an owner of a mobile telephone with a registered subscriber number or iden- 
tification number can have access to any product in vending machine 28 by 
connecting with telephone unit 12, which is associated with vending machine 
28. The removed product can later be debited from the account of the owner 
of the registered identification number. Corresponding amounts can alterna- 

15 tively be charged to an associated account, for example a gasoline card or 
credit card. 

The flow chart in FIG 2 schematically shows what happens after that in 
central processor 10. When the telephone connection is made, the sub- 
scriber number or identification number of the party calling is detected in po- 

20 sition 20. It is determined in position 21 whether the incoming identification 
number corresponds to an identification number that gives authorization to 
make changes in the register of authorized users or subscribers. If that is the 
case, the call is answered in position 22. VVith use of suitable prograni soft- 
ware in control unit 13 and suitable hardware, for example a rnpdem, central 

25 processor 13 receives new identification numbers in position 23 and stores 
theni in th^ register in nrierribry 14. When all changes or additions have been 
made, the connection is teirhihated in position 24. The steps taken in posi- 
tions 21 to 24 can be eliminated if updating of the register in memory 14 and 
central processor 10 is othierwise accomplished by means of direct physical 

30 connection with computer 19 or in another way. 
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A detected called-in identification number is compared in position 25 
with the identification numbers stored in the register in memory 14. The 
comparison preferably occurs with the aid of control unit 13 and without the 
telephone connection being answered. If the calling identification number is 
5 found in the register, authorization is accepted in position 26. The external 
unit that is associated with the subscriber number of the telephone Is then 
activated in position 27. The central processor then returns to position 20 
and detects any new called-in subscriber number. 

If, on the other hand, the called-in identification number is not found in 
10 the register upon comparison in position 25, the central processor returns to 
position 20 and detects any new called-in subscriber number. 

Through the fact that information on authorized persons is stored in 
the register of memory 14 in the manner described above, updating can be 
accomplished quite simply. Updating can remain current when new users are 
15 added or old ones dropped. It is also very easy to remove an identification 
number, if the remote control unit is lost or stolen. Such correction can occur 
without other users being affected in any way. 



20 
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PATENT CLAIMS 

1 . A method of access control, characterize d\n 

5 that authorized identity nunnlbers are stored in a register for current sen/ice 
or access. 

that the identification number of a user is sent as an identification signal for 
the calling party in a telephone call by means of a wireless telephone, 

that the identification number is compared with the identification numbers 
10 stored in the register without answering the telephone call, and 

that authorization is accepted if the incoming identification number is in 
agreement with an identification number stored in the register. 

2. A method according to Claim 1, whereby the register is updated by re- 
15 ceiving a predetermined identification number through a telephone connec- 
tion, by answering the telephone call, and by transmiting data corresponding 
to identification numbers by means of telephony for storage in the register. 

3. A device for access control, character! zed \n 

20 that a control unit (13) is operatively connected with a memory (14) for 

storage of authorized identification numbers for current service or ac- 
cess in a register, 

that the control unit (13) is operatively connected with a telephone unit (12) 
for reception of an identification number of a calling party by means of 
25 a telephone connection made by wireless telephony from a remote 

control unit (11). 

that the control unit (13) is designed to compare the received identification 
number with the stored identification numbers without answering the 
telephone connection, and 
30 that control unit (13) is designed to emit a signal to accept authorization if 
the received identification number is in agreement with an identifica- 
tion number stored in the register. 
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4. A device according to Claim 3, c h a r a c t e r i z e d \n 

that the remote control unit (11) comprises a mobile telephone and 
that the identification number consists of the subscriber number associated 
5 with the mobile telephone. 

5. A device according to Claim 3, characterized in 

that the control unit (13) is operatlvely connected with a drive unit (1 5) for 
activation of the drive unit (15) by means of the signal accepting au- 
10 thorization. 

6. A device according to Claim 5, characterized in 

that the drive unit (15) is operatively connected with a motor unit (16) for 
opening of a door (17) when receiving the signal accepting authoriza- 
15 tion. 

7. A device according to Claim 5, characterized in 

that the drive unit (15) is operatively connected with an alarm unit (18) for 
activation and deactivation when receiving the signal accepting au- 
20 thorization. 

8. A device according to Claim 5, character! zed in 

that the drive unit (15) is operatively connected with a vending machine 
(28), for supplying vended items when receiving the signal accepting 
25 authorization. 

9. A device according to Claim 2>, characterized in 

that a computer unit (19) is operatively connected with the control unit (13) 
for transfer or updating of identification numbers in the register of 
30 memory (14). 

1 0. A device according to Claim 3, characterized in 
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that the control unit (13) Is designed to answer an incoming call if a current 
identification number is in agreement with a predetermined identifica- 
tion number, and 

that the control unit comprises a modem for transfer of identification num- 
5 bers for entry into or updating of the register of memory (14). 
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